
What will happen to in�uenza when COVID-19 control measures are lifted?

Certain aspects of COVID-19 control measures have
varied widely between countries and over time:

COVID-19 control measures have led to low �u virus
circulation during the pandemic1–3 which may lead to 
the misconception that vaccination is not necessary

Demand for in�uenza vaccination in 
some countries has increased during the 
COVID-19 pandemic

What are the
experts saying?

The Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker (OxCGRT) illustrates the variation 
in COVID-19 stringency index between countries and over time7

Evidence suggests that a mild �u season in one year can lead to 
a more severe season in the next
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Global  Initiative

For further information, see Issue 2 of InFluNews from the Global In�uenza Initiative

“Vaccination 
against in�uenza (�u) 
remains important 
this year...
vaccination 
is our best defence 
against �u viruses”
Australian Government, 
Department of Health, 
March 2021.8
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GII guest editor and
Steering Committee
member, Ben Cowling 
(University of Hong 
Kong, Hong Kong). 
“…it is clear that 
in�uenza will be
back and likely back 
with a bang.”
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This chart from Our World in Data, is licensed under Creative Commons. © Blavatnik School of Government. University of Oxford. COVID-19 government response tracker. Available at: https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/
research/research-projects/covid-19-government-response-tracker. Distributed under the terms of a CC BY license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/. Modi�cations: World map redrawn.
COVID-19 stringency index, April 12th 2021. Note: where policies vary at the sub-national level, the index shows the response level of the strictest sub-region.7

In�uenza vaccine uptake in Australia9
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