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Commentary 

Contents 
It has been two years since the World Health Organization (WHO) requested information on a 
reported cluster of atypical pneumonia cases in Wuhan from Chinese authorities (January 1, 2020). 
The FluCov Epi-Bulletin provides an overview of the number of positive cases of influenza and SARS-
CoV-2 and the percentage of specimens tested positive from January 2019 onwards in 22 countries 
(see page 2). In this edition of the Epi-Bulletin, we have added an update on the influenza 
vaccination coverage rates (VCRs) for the elderly in 12 of the countries covered by FluCov, which 
were recently published in Eurosurveillance [1], see page 16.  
 
Results 
At the end of 2021, influenza activity was rising in all included countries in the Americas, South 
Africa and, in a little over half of the countries, in Europe. Germany, Italy and Poland reported very 
little to no influenza activity, as did Egypt, Australia and most countries in Asia (except for China, 
India and Israel). Since November 2021, no new influenza cases were reported in Vietnam, Thailand, 
South Korea, Poland and Japan. In Australia, Egypt, Germany and the Philippines, the weekly 
number of new cases was lower than 10. Some of the influenza surveillance systems may have been 
disrupted by the Christmas/New Year break and it is difficult to fully interpret the end of year 
surveillance data at this moment.  
 
The numbers of reported SARS-CoV-2 cases have surged to record levels in almost all countries 
included in this Epi-Bulletin, probably due to the recent emergence of the Omicron variant [2]. Little 
activity was reported in Mexico, Brazil, Egypt, China, Thailand, India and the Philippines.  
 
Implications 
The increased circulation of SARS-CoV-2 and influenza that started in November 2021 has continued 
in December, with dramatic increases in SARS-CoV-2 activity in many countries. Reasons for the 
increase in SARS-CoV-2 cases could be linked to a relaxation of non-pharmaceutical interventions, 
seasonality (winter months), greater mixing due to the festive holidays and the reduced 
effectiveness and protection of the COVID-19 vaccines against the new Omicron variant.  
 
Importantly, and in contrast to the 2020/21 winter, there appears to be co-circulation of influenza 
and SARS-CoV-2 in many countries during the 2021/22 winter. Also, whilst there is influenza 
activity, it is currently relatively low or at around baseline levels compared to previous years in 
many countries. Despite this general pattern, a couple of countries have had (India) or are having 
(China) widespread influenza activity. Of note is the increased influenza activity in South Africa, as 
this is occurring at an unusual time of the year in the southern hemisphere. Overall, it looks like 
influenza will continue to circulate, often co-circulating with SARS-CoV-2, but it is currently difficult 
to predict its intensity (small, medium or large epidemics) over the coming months. 
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Monthly plots by country 
The plots per country show weekly data for influenza and SARS-Cov-2 infections from January 1, 
2019 up to January 2, 2022. This Epi-Bulletin includes the countries Canada, United States, Mexico, 
Brazil, United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Poland, South Africa, Egypt, 
China, Japan, South Korea, India, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, Israel and Australia. These plots 
will be updated monthly and distributed through future Epi-Bulletins. 
 
Per country, the top plot displays the number of positive influenza (in red) and SARS-CoV-2 (in blue) 
cases. An overview of the absolute number of influenza and SARS-CoV-2 cases per country can be 
found on pages 14-15 of this Epi-Bulletin. The bar in the middle displays the Stringency Index (SI; a 
country-specific composite metric of the mitigation measures that are in place) over time, where 
light red indicates loose measures and dark red indicates strict measures. The bottom plot displays 
the percentage of influenza (in red) and SARS-CoV-2 (in blue) specimen testing positive. 
 

Countries (click to view plot) 
North America 
Canada 
United States 
 
Central America Caribbean 
Mexico 
 
Tropical South America 
Brazil 
 
Northern Europe 
United Kingdom 
 
South West Europe 
France 
 

Germany 
Italy 
Netherlands 
Spain 
 
Eastern Europe 
Poland 
 

Northern Africa 
Egypt 
 
Southern Africa 
South Africa 
 
Eastern Asia 
China 
Japan 
South Korea 
 
Southern Asia 
India 
 
South East Asia 
Philippines 
Thailand 
Vietnam 

 
Western Asia 
Israel 
 
Oceania 
Australia 

National Influenza Centre (NIC) Survey 
We would like to invite NIC contact persons of countries included in this Epi-Bulletin 
to participate in our NIC survey. Through this survey we aim to better understand the 
influenza (FluNet) and SARS-CoV-2 surveillance data reported to WHO in 2020 and 
2021. Participation is possible until the end of January 2022 using the following link: 
https://s.surveyplanet.com/eHfBYgPI5 
Á Responded: Australia, Italy, Philippines, Spain, Thailand, UK 
Á Pending: Brazil, Canada, China, Egypt, France, Germany, India, Israel, Japan, 

Mexico, Netherlands, Poland, South Africa, South Korea, US, Vietnam 

https://s.surveyplanet.com/eHfBYgPI5
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Tropical South America 

Brazil 

 

 
Note. Brazil 
has no 
positivity 
rate for 
SARS-CoV-2 
because no 
denominator 
was 
available. 
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Northern Europe 
United Kingdom 

 

 
Note. The 
United 
Kingdom 
does not 
have a 
positivity 
rate for 
influenza 
because the 
denominator 
was deemed 
unreliable. 

 
South West Europe 

France 
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Netherlands 

 

 
Note. The 
Netherlands 
does not 
have a 
positivity 
rate for 
influenza 
because the 
denominator 
was deemed 
unreliable. 

 
 

 
 
Spain 

 

 
 
 

Note. Spain 
does not 
have a 
positivity 
rate for 
influenza 
because the 
denominator 
was deemed 
unreliable. 
 
The number 
of SARS-CoV-
2 cases dips 
below 0 as  
-74 347 new 
cases were 
reported on 
2 March 
2021. 
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  Eastern Europe 
Poland 
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Egypt 

 

 
Note. Egypt 
does not 
have a 
positivity 
rate for 
SARS-CoV-2 
because no 
denominator 
was 
available. 
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