Evaluating seasonal influenza vaccine performance

An independent, ECDC-funded systematic
review of influenza vaccines assessed the risk

of bias using standard protocols, and the
quality of evidence of included studies using

the GRADE methodology?

GRADE (Grading of Recommendations, Assessment,
Development and Evaluations) ‘A transparent framework

for developing and presenting summaries of evidence
and provides a systematic approach for making clinical

practice recommendations.’
Siemieniuk and Guyatt 20113

The CDC highlights the key challenges of
real-world observational studies of influenza

vaccine performance:’
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In summary, the evaluation of influenza vaccine
performance is challenging because studies of VE:'-**

A NACI review highlighted several factors

which should be considered when
interpreting influenza vaccine study data,

including:*
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The ECDC review
provided several
considerations for
improving the quality
of reporting on
influenza vaccines?

‘The use of standardised
protocols would greatly
aid the interpretation
and comparison of
effectiveness data.’
Prof. Bruno Lina
(Gll co-chair)

Published July 2022. For further information on this topic see the July 2022 edition of InFluNews which can be found on the new Gll LinkedIn page
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