
What happened to influenza virus during the COVID-19 pandemic?

WHO advises: 
“…maintain continuous 
influenza surveillance”6

Dr Susan Hopkins 
(Public Health England):  
“…prepare for a hard winter” (2021–2022)

GII Co-chair Prof Bruno Lina:  
“expect the unexpected
 from influenza virus”

Measures to control the spread of SARS-CoV-2 
were widely introduced from March 2020

Reported cases of influenza-like illness
were also greatly reduced3

Low virus levels has meant few viruses for characterisation and little data on 
which to base influenza vaccine strain recommendations5,6 

COVID-19 control measures contributed to a dramatic reduction in the transmission 
of other viruses, such as influenza1
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in influenza activity in the US  
(% submitted specimens testing 
positive 17 May – 8 Aug 2020)

98%
DECREASE

specimens 
tested positive 
in Chile
(April–July 2020) 

0.6 %
(12 of 21,178) 

specimens
tested positive 
in South Africa
(April–July 2020)  

0.3 %
(6 of 2,098) 

Experts warn that 
low levels of population 
immunity may lead
to outbreaks of viruses 
such as influenza4 
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Low influenza virus levels Few viruses for characterisation Reduced data for WHO 
vaccine strain recommendations

Influenza and COVID-19 cases at national sentinel hospitals and stringency of COVID control, Australia, 30 Sep, 20202

Increasing stringency of control measures.
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For further information, see issue 1 of InFluNews from the Global Influenza Initiative


